
For more information, visit www.georgiawaterplanning.org.

The 2004 Comprehensive State-wide Water
Management Planning Act authorized the 
development of the State Water Plan. The State Water 
Plan, which was adopted by the General Assembly in 
2008, calls for the preparation of regional water plans 
designed to manage water resources in a sustainable 
manner through 2050. 

The regional water plans, which will be finalized by 
June 30, 2011, will: 

    1)  address both water quantity and water  
quality issues; 

    2)  include forecasts of future water supply and 
wastewater treatment needs; and, 

    3)  identify the steps that will be taken to ensure  
that future needs can be met. 

The State Water Plan establishes ten regional water 
planning councils to prepare recommended regional 
water plans.  Each council consists of 25 members, 
three alternates and an ex-officio member from 
both the House and Senate. The Metropolitan North 
Georgia Water Planning District is a separate water 

planning entity that is participating in the planning 
process consistent with the State Water Plan and the 
District’s enabling legislation. 

After the General Assembly adopted the State Water 
Plan in 2008, the Environmental Protection Division 
began immediate implementation of the plan.  The 
agency is providing the regional water planning 
councils with technical assistance as called for by 
the State Water Plan, including contractor support, 
guidance, resource assessments and forecasts. 

To date EPD has produced draft baseline water 
resource assessments, draft forecasts of agricultural 
irrigation water demand, and forecasting methodologies 
for municipal and industrial water demand. 

The regional water planning councils have been 
meeting since early 2009.  They have developed 
mission statements and begun foundational elements 
of understanding the water resources of their areas. 

For more information, see the State Water Plan
Timeline inside and visit our website at:
www.georgiawaterplanning.org. 

“ Georgia manages water resources in a sustainable 
manner to support the state’s economy, to protect public 
health and natural systems, and to enhance the quality 
of life for all citizens.” Water Planning Regions
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3 The Water Council revises 
the plan and submits it to the 
General Assembly. (2008)
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State Water Plan tIMelIne
1 The Georgia General Assembly 

enacts the Comprehensive 
State-wide Water Management 
Planning Act, which 
authorizes the development 
of the State Water Plan by 
the Environmental Protection 
Division (EPD) with oversight 
from the Water Council. (2004)  

EPD, with Water Council 
oversight, utilizes an intensive 
public involvement process 
to develop the draft plan and 
submits the draft plan to the 
Water Council. (2005-2007)

2010 2011

6 EPD conducts a kick-off 
meeting where the newly 
appointed regional water 
planning council members 
receive their charge from 
the Governor. (2009) 

Each Council conducts meetings to 
identify gaps between water demands 
on each of the water resources 
within a region and each resource’s 
current sustainable capacity; to select 
management practices; and, to draft 
an initial recommended regional water 
plan. (2010)

10 EPD presents 
the draft baseline 
resource assessments 
to the regional water 
planning councils 
and invites public 
comment on the draft 
baseline resource 
assessments. (2010)

9 Representatives of the 
agribusiness community and 
related agricultural interests; 
water and wastewater service 
providers; the largest industrial 
water users; and, energy 
companies provide input to 
EPD on the development of 
forecasts of future water supply 
and wastewater treatment 
needs. (2009)

8 EPD publishes Regional 
Water Planning Guidance 
and releases the 
Water Conservation 
Implementation Plan (WCIP) 
to assist the regional water 
planning councils. (2009)

7 Each Council conducts 
meetings, which include the 
election of a chair and vice 
chair, the execution of a 
memorandum of agreement 
with the Department of 
Community Affairs and 
EPD, and the drafting of a 
regional vision to guide the 
selection of management 
practices.  (2009)

2

Columbus Riverwalk

Waters Creek

Georgia Veterans
State Park

12

EPD presents the 
preliminary forecasts of 
regional water supply 
needs (agricultural, 
municipal, industrial 
and energy) and 
forecasts of regional 
wastewater treatment 
needs (municipal 
and industrial) to the 
councils.  (2010)

Each Council submits 
the initial recommended 
regional water plan to EPD 
by January 31. (2011)
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EPD conducts joint 
meetings where councils 
with shared water 
resources review and 
discuss the draft baseline 
resource assessments, 
preliminary future  
resource assessments and 
selection of management 
practices. (2010)

15 EPD invites public 
comment on the 
recommended 
regional water 
plans. (2011)

16 EPD reviews the 
recommended regional 
water plans and advises 
each Council of necessary 
revisions. (2011)

17 Each Council reviews, 
refines and submits final 
recommended regional 
water plan to EPD by 
June 30. (2011)

4 The General Assembly 
adopts and the Governor 
signs the State Water 
Plan. (2008)

5 The Governor, Lt. 
Governor and Speaker 
of the House select 300 
regional water planning 
council members. (2009)
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